Appeal No. 14

Czech Republic v France

Appeals Committee:

Steen Møller (Chairman, Denmark), Herman De Wael (Scribe, Belgium), Naki Bruni (Italy), Eric Kokish (Canada),

Ladies Teams Round 6

Board 17. Dealer North. Nobody Vulnerable.
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Contract: Two Spades Doubled, played by West

Lead: small Club

Play: Club to South’s King, low Heart returned, on which West played the King.

Result: 7 tricks, NS +100

The Facts: 

North’s Double had been alerted, by North to East, and explained as Take-Out.

South had not alerted the Double, but West had asked anyway, and South had said it was Penalty. After the end of play, West called the Director and stated she would have played low to the Heart, and made her contract, if she had known the Double was for take-out. South is already known to have Ace-King of Clubs, and if the double is for take-out, the King of Spades had to be in South and the two red aces in North, to account for the three passes at the start of the auction.

The Director: 

Found nothing on the Convention Card to substantiate either explanation of the Double, so had to rule that West had been misinformed.

The Director accepted West’s explanation and ruled that West had been damaged by this misinformation.

Ruling: 

Score adjusted to 2[X making, NS –470

Relevant Laws: 

Law 75A, 40C 

Law12C2

North/South appealed.

Present: All players, both Captains and a Czech translator.

The Players: 

North/South explained that West should have been able to tell that South held the King of Spades. South had overcalled 1NT after all, and in North/South’s opinion, this can only be done with a Spade stopper.

West restated her opinion that North could not have made a penalty double without the King of Spades. In her opinion, there was no objection to compete with 1NT without a Spade stopper.

The Committee: 

Felt that both sides were expecting their opponents to have the same idea of the bid of 1NT as was common in their own country. When basing your line of play on such information, West could have done more to protect herself by asking about the style of the 1NT overcall and the Double.

The Committee’s decision:

Original table result restored 

Deposit: Returned

